
Established in 1911, the purpose of the Marine
Insurance Association of Seattle (MIAS), a non-
profit organization, is to promote harmony, good will,
fellowship and educational opportunities for Marine
Insurance Professionals.

The membership of MIAS consists of a diverse
group of marine professionals specializing in
underwriting, brokerage, claims handling, surveying,
and legal defense throughout the Pacific Northwest.

For more information, please email us at 
mias@sbims.com or

visit our website at www.miaseattle.org

CE and CLE Credit Information
There are 6 CE Credits available each through the
State of WA, OR, and CA. You must sign in by 9
a.m. and sign out after 4:30 p.m. to receive credit. If
CE Credits are needed for other states, please visit
the registration desk for assistance.

For CLE Credits, please visit the registration desk
for a certificate of completion.

8:00 a.m. – 8:50 a.m.
Registration & Continental Breakfast  

8:50 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  
Opening Remarks

Jeremy Jones, MIAS President
Romen Cross, DOE Committee Chair

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
State of the Insurance Market

Michael Csorba, President
Great American Insurance Group

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Maritime Insurance Law Update

Daniel  J. Park, Director
LeGros Buchanan & Paul 

11:00 a.m. – 11:15 am
Morning Break

11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Insurance in Today’s Cargo & Warehousing Chaos

Karla Scott, Vice President 
Navigators, San Francisco Branch 

12:15 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.  
Lunch

1:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Shining a Light on Marine Insurance Claims

Joel  Aldrich,  Bowditch Marine
Dr. James Lord, Alaska Maritime Physicians

Christine James,  Charles Taylor TPA
Larry Altenbrun, Nicoll Black & Feig

Bob Jeans, JMW Settlements 

2:15 p.m. – 2:25 p.m.
3:30 p.m. – 3:40 p.m.

Afternoon Breaks

4:30 p.m.
Cocktails & Reception

State of the Insurance Market 

The President of Great American’s Ocean Marine
Division will share his insights into marine
insurance markets worldwide including Lloyd’s of
London and regional markets of North America.
Commentary will include a review of
catastrophes and their affect on rate, what is
impacting results, significant mergers &
acquisitions, and emerging trends.

Maritime Insurance Law Update

Brought to you by a partner of an established
Seattle maritime law firm, this presentation
reveals noteworthy and interesting maritime and
admiralty law decisions issued by U.S. Federal
and State Courts in 2018 and early 2019 and
how these decisions potentially impact the
marine insurance industry.

Insurance in Today’s Cargo & Warehousing Chaos

Drawing on years of cargo underwriting
experience, Navigators’ San Francisco VP will
discuss the effects of global trade tariffs, shed
light on warehouse capacity and limits, and
provide details for reduced options for excess
stock placements. There has been a notable
increase in consolidation of cargo stock on land
and at sea and London’s cargo market has
spiraled into a state of chaos.

Shining a Light on Marine Insurance Claims

A panel of experts will utilize a hypothetical
marine claim to illustrate the many complexities
and roles within a casualty investigation. The
scenario begins with an allision between a tug on
sea trial and an oil tanker at anchor. The panel
will work through many issues including shipyard
liability and P&I injuries, highlighting significant
aspects of the claim process that are widely
misunderstood.

2019 Committee Members
Romen Cross, 

BRAEMAR

Bob Jeans, 
JMW Settlements

Eli Bjornoy, 
Polaris Group

Melita Aquino, 
Crum & Forster

Rachel Neuharth, 
KALM Seas

Ina Burke, 
FOSS Maritime

Mike Barcott, 
Holmes Weddle & 

Barcott


